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v (Translation)

Remarks by HLE. President Jiang Zemin of the
People’s Republic of China At Welcoming Dinner
Hosted by the Rt. Hon. Jenny Shipley
Prime Minister of New Zealand

(14 September 1999)

The Right Honourable Jenny Shipley, Prime Minister of
New Zealand, and Mr. Shipley,
Ladies and Gentlemen, .
First of all, on behalf of my wife and . my

colleagues and in my own name, I would like to express
our heartfelt thanks to Prime Minister Shipley for

‘hosting this grand banquet for us. [ would like to take

this opportunity 1o convey the cordial greetimgs and best
wishes of the 1.2 billion Chinese peopie to the people of
z»iNomea. .

- Although separated by oceans, our two peaples
have maintained a time-honored friendship. Early back
m the 1920°s, Mr. Rewi Alley, a famous writer,
educator and social activist of New Zealand, came to
China and had worked in China for over half a century.
He made significant contributions ¢o the revolution and
development of the Chinese people. He s the symbol of
China-New Zealand Friendship and will live forever in
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our memory.

The selations between our two countries have
grown stcadily since the- establishment of the diplomatic
relations 27 years ago. Leaders of our two countries
have frequently exchianged visits and had meetings with
cach other. Last July, Prime Minister Shipley paid a
successful visit to China, which played a positive role in
promoting the exchanges and cooperation between the
two countries in vanous fields.

The South Pacific region where New Zealand is
situated 1s an important part of the Asia-Pacific. Given
its geographical location and rich natural resources, it
promises tremendous potentials for development. In
recent years, South Pacific countries have accelerated
their economic development and  strengthened
cooperation.  They have thus scored remarkable
achievements in the socio-cconomic development. The
South Pacific Forum (SPF), at the same time, is playing
a bigger role in regional and mnternational affeirs. As a
major country in the South Pacific, New Zealand carries.
significant influence in this region. For years, it has

. made wvigorous cfforts to promote regional peace and

development and has enhanced regional cooperation.
We tn China apprectate all this.

China has all along attached importance to
developing friendly relations and cooperation with
South Pacific countries. Thanks to the joint efforts of
the two sides, this relationship has made significant
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progress. At dawn of the new century, we should vatue
the importance of our bilateral relations from a strategjc
height and try to find and expand converging points of
our common interests. We should redouble our efforts
to tap the potential and expand the exchanges and
cooperation between us in the ecconomic, trade,

- scientific and technological, cuttural and other fields on

the basis of equality and mutual benefit. We should
view and address our differences and disagreements in
the spirit of mutual respect and seeking common ground
while shelving differences so as to promote a stcady and
sound development of our bilateral relations. I am
confident that as long as the two sides make concerted
efforts and take a broad and longterm view, our
friendly relations and cooperation will register new
development in the 21% century.

Though different i national conditions,
hastorical background and cubtural tradition, China and
New Zealand sharc extensive and significant common
mterests. Both countries are striving for ecomomic
development and better livelihood for the people. We
are both actively expanding ?g&w relations and
cooperation with other countries in the world. Al this

calls for a soand extermal environment. Both of ocur two  *

countries wish to see continued peace and stability in
the Asia-Pacific and strengthened regional economic
and .nnrnouemam_ cooperation 1o promote common
development.

With strength in different fields, our two
3
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economies are highly complementary. As China gives
priority to the development of agriculture, energy and
environmental protection, it wishes to learn from New
Zealand which has an edge in these fields. There will
be a long-term demand for wool, timber, paper pulp and

. dawry products in the Chinese market, products that New

Zealand abounds in. There is a good foundation and
prospect for expanded exchanges and cooperation
between China and New Zcaland in various fields.

The vast Pacific Ocean can never water down the
profound friendship between the Chinese and New
Zealand people. At the important historical junctare of
ushering in the new century, let’s increase our common
ground, intensify our mutually beneficial cooperation
and work for a brighter future for China-New Zealand
relationship.

Now, may I propose a toast ,

to Her Majesty Quoen Elizabeth The Second,
Queen of New Zealand. )
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